Request For Proposal Structural Firefighting PPE
Prepared for: Jim Appleton, Fire Chief
Prepared by: Charles Young
Tuesday, August 9, 2011
RFP Number: 2011/03
Proposals must be submitted on or before 4:00PM Friday, August 26, 2011
Presentations will be scheduled for the week beginning Monday, September 5, 2011
Proposals may be mailed or delivered to:
Mosier Fire Department
208 Washington Street
Mosier, Oregon 97040

Questions may be submitted via telephone, email or mail to Jim Appleton, Mosier Fire Chief.
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Objective
The purpose of this Request for Proposal (RFP) is to establish a contract through competitive negotiation for
the purchase of twelve (12) full sets of firefighter PPE including SCBAs for Mosier Fire and Emergency
Services.

Background
The Mosier Fire district is located within Wasco county, Oregon - about 70 miles East of Portland in the
Columbia River Gorge. The area is primarily rural with a small town on the northern side of the district and
orchards and rural homes scattered over an area of about 22 miles.
The district also has responsibility for providing emergency services for about 7 miles of I84.
Mosier Fire and EMS is the department that serves this district. We have one paid Chief and about 25
volunteer firefighters serving approximately 1500 permanent residents. We have three stations and 14
apparatus.
Our priorities for these PPEs will be:
• Wildland/Urban interface operations
• Structure Protection
• Freeway Operations
Mosier Fire District has recently been awarded a FEMA grant to purchase turnouts and SCBAs.

Item Sets
We have divided the full list of required items into several sections to allow vendors to bid for the supply of a
subset of the required items.
Item Set A: 12 x Structural Turnout Pant and Coat
Item Set B: 12 x Structural Turnout Gloves
Item Set C: 12 x Structural Hood, Helmet and Goggles / Face shield, Flashlight
Item Set D: 12 x Structural Boots
Item Set E: 12 x SCBA units with 12 x spare air bottles + 1 RIT kit
Mosier Fire District reserves the right to choose Item Sets from different bidders.

Solution
The proposal submitted should meet the following basic requirements:
1. The proposal should clearly state which Item Sets are included in the proposal
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2. Proposals should be succinct, straightforward and complete. They should explicitly reference evaluation
criteria (as numbered below in the evaluation section) that the bidder wishes to be used within the
evaluation process.
3. Proposals must include a schedule of delivery and should include penalties for not meeting the specified
deliveries. Delivery schedules may include wording excusing delays caused by issues that could not have
been reasonably foreseen by the bidder. The schedule should explicitly describe any responsibilities of
Mosier FIre and EMS required to meet any proposed timeline.

Evaluation
Proposals for each Item Set will be evaluated by the evaluation committee according to the following criteria:

Criterium

Point Value

Quality and fitness for purpose

65

Price

20

Customer Support / Documentation

5

Warranty / Support

5

Location of Manufacture (made in USA)

3

Workplace conditions

2

Total

100

Each Item Set will be considered separately except for reasons noted in section 1.2 and section 2.2.
In the discussion below the words “must” and “shall” indicate items for which significant point values are
assigned. The words “should” and “may” indicates a criterium to which a lesser value is ascribed, but still
indicates a preference.

1. Quality and Fitness for Purpose
1.1.

The bidder may provide a statement describing the various design decisions taken during the
development of the items that makes their offering superior to other potential bidder’s offering

1.2.

The bidder may provide a statement concerning the benefits to Mosier Fire District of purchasing
various Item Sets from the same manufacturer

1.3.

The bidder may provide a list of benefits not discussed within this document that the bidder
believes would make their offering more attractive to the committee
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1.4.

Item List A - Structural Turnout Pant and Coat
1.4.1.

Bidder must certify that all items meet or exceed all requirements of NFPA 1971-2007 for
structural turnouts

1.4.2.

The garments shall be designed to be amenable to the requirements of NFPA 1851-2008

1.4.3.

The turnout interfaces shall be designed with particular reference to NFPA 1500 section
7.2

1.4.4.

The turnout shell with liner removed may be compliant with NFPA 1977 (Wildland PPE)

1.4.5.

Turnout Pant

1.4.5.1.

Pant shall sit no higher than the waist

1.4.5.2.

Pant shall include suspender attachment points and suspenders

1.4.5.3.

Pant may have belt loops. If belt loops are included then the belt shall also be
supplied

1.4.5.4.

Pant shall include knee padding (cushioning) and extra wear protection
(reinforcement)

1.4.5.5.

There shall be a minimum 15 cm x 15 cm area at the knees that provide a minimum
of 25 CCHR at 8 psi

1.4.5.6.

Pant should include two Bellows Pockets approximately 25 cm x 25 cm x 5cm with
an internal divider in in the right pocket at about 10 cm from the fly side

1.4.6.

Turnout Coat

1.4.6.1.

Coats shall have a long tail to conform with NFPA 1500 section 7.2 without requiring
a bibbed pant

1.4.6.2.

Coat shall include an NFPA required and certified Drag Rescue Device

1.4.6.3.

There shall be a minimum area of 10 cm x 10 cm at the shoulders and elbows that
provide a minimum of 25 CCHR at 2 psi

1.4.6.4.

The coat should include 2 bellows pockets approximately 15cm x 20cm x 4 cm

1.4.6.5.

The coat may include a mechanism for securing SCBA mask when not in immediate
use

1.4.6.6.

The coat may include a mechanism for securing gloves when not in immediate use

1.4.6.7.

The coat shall include a mechanism for securing a radio on the left chest

1.4.6.8.

The coat may include a mechanism for securing a radio handset such as an Icom
HM-138 on the left upper chest
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1.4.6.9.
1.4.7.

The coat may include a mechanism to secure a flashlight on the right chest

Any attachment points and pockets must be accessible while wearing an SCBA harness
from any major manufacturer

1.4.8.

Materials

1.4.8.1.

Materials chosen shall be consistent with our mission and budget. The bidder
should provide a statement describing the weight and type of materials proposed as
well as the reasoning behind the choices made

1.4.8.2.

Turnout outer shell should be a Nomex/Kevlar blend or equivalent

1.4.8.3.

Turnout liner should be Crosstech or equivalent

1.4.8.4.

Excluding where required by NFPA standard or necessary for functionality, all
materials used in the construction of the garments should be breathable

1.4.9.

Sizing

1.4.9.1.

Sizing shall be based on actual measurements taken by a trained specialist at a
mutually agreed location to a mutually agreed schedule

1.4.9.2.

If there are sizing differences for male/female firefighters available this may be noted

1.4.9.3.

The bidder should supply a table of incremental sizing units for each part of the coat
and pant

1.4.10.

Color and Lettering

1.4.10.1.

The coat and pant shall be black

1.4.10.2.

The turnout ensemble must have reflective trim conforming to NFPA 1971-2007

1.4.10.3.

Reflective surfaces should be based on lime green

1.4.10.4.

The words “Mosier Fire” shall appear in reflective sewn letters at least 7.5cm high
between the shoulders of the coat

1.4.10.5.

A velcro name panel attachment area may appear on the coat tail with matching
velcro patches for firefighter names. Completed name panels for designated
firefighters should be included in the bid price.
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1.5.

Item List B - Structural Turnout Gloves
1.5.1.

Bidder must certify that all items meet or exceed all requirements of NFPA 1971-2007 for
structural turnouts

1.5.2.

Gloves will be evaluated for fitness for purpose on:

1.5.2.1.

Dexterity, comfort and fit after repeated washing

1.5.2.2.

Usability when wet

1.5.2.3.

Compatibility with coat at wrists

1.5.2.4.

Drying time after 5 minutes full immersion

1.5.2.5.

Durability

1.5.3.

Materials

1.5.3.1.

Excluding where required by NFPA standard or necessary for functionality, all
materials used in the construction of the gloves should be breathable

1.5.3.2.

The gloves must be made of materials that are easy to decontaminate with an
emphasis on removing simple hydrocarbons ( methanol, ethanol, gasoline, diesel)

1.5.4.

Sizing

1.5.4.1.
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1.6.

Item List C - Structural Hood, Helmet and Goggles / Face shield, Flashlight
1.6.1.

Bidder must certify that all items meet or exceed all requirements of NFPA 1971-2007 for
structural turnouts

1.6.2.

Hood

1.6.2.1.

Hood should be no larger than described in NFPA 1971-2007

1.6.2.2.

Hood should be white

1.6.3.

Helmet

1.6.3.1.

Helmets will be evaluated for fitness for purpose on:

1.6.3.1.1.

Comfort and fit

1.6.3.1.2.

Weight

1.6.3.1.3.

Compatibility with SCBA

1.6.3.1.4.

Performance in agility tests

1.6.3.2.

Helmets should be of modern design and may be jet style

1.6.3.3.

Helmets must include a shroud per NFPA 1971-2007

1.6.3.4.

Helmets should include an option for either integrated face shield or goggles to
firefighter preference

1.6.3.5.

Helmets must be available in at least white, red, black, yellow and blue

1.6.3.6.

Helmets must include an integrated or external flashlight
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1.7.

Item List D - Structural Boots
1.7.1.

Bidder must certify that all items meet or exceed all requirements of NFPA 1971-2007 for
structural turnouts

1.7.2.

Boots will be evaluated for fitness for purpose on:

1.7.2.1.

Comfort and fit both dry and after standing in ankle deep water for 5 minutes

1.7.2.2.

Compatibility with turnout pant while stowed and while worn

1.7.2.3.

Performance in agility tests

1.7.3.

Materials

1.7.3.1.

The boots must be made of materials that are easy to decontaminate with an
emphasis on removing simple hydrocarbons ( methanol, ethanol, gasoline, diesel)

1.7.3.2.

Excluding where required by NFPA standard or necessary for functionality, all
materials used in the construction of the boot should be breathable

1.7.3.3.

Boots should be primarily leather
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1.8.

Item Set E - SCBA units with spare air bottles
1.8.1.

Bidder must certify that all SCBA equipment parts and services shall be NIOSH/MSHA
CBRN approved and meet all requirements set forth in the most recent edition of NFPA
1982 2007

1.8.2.

Bidder must certify that air cylinders shall meet all US Department of Transportation
specifications for carbon fiber, fully wrapped cylinders and shall include a cylinder valve.
The cylinder and valve assembly when installed on the SCBA shall maintain the NIOSH/
MSHA approval for each SCBA.

1.8.3.

Each SCBA shall be equipped with an integrated distress alarm device that will turn on
automatically with SCBA activation and shall remain on until the user manually turns the
distress alarm device off. The distress alarm device shall be ETL listed as intrinsically safe
in accordance with ANSI/UL913 for use in Class 1, Division I, Groups A, B, C and D
Hazardous locations.

1.8.4.

Proposal shall include one RIT kit including 60 minute air bottle, universal air connector +
tubing and carry bag

1.8.5.

SCBA

1.8.5.1.

SCBA must include a HUD readout for current air status

1.8.5.2.

Harness may include a drag harness

1.8.5.3.

4 x SCBA units should include a 50’ self rescue system meeting the requirements in
NFPA 1983-2006 for Fire Service Life Safety Rope

1.8.5.4.

A spectacle / corrective lens mechanism must be present in the facepiece

1.8.5.5.

Air cylinders will be 45 minute 4500 PSIG

1.8.5.6.

A total of 24 cylinders must be supplied

1.8.5.7.

Air cylinders will be refilled using a Mako compressor. Any adapters required must
be supplied.

1.8.5.8.

Evaluation for fitness for purpose will be via:
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Comfort, fit and security on a standing, climbing and crawling agility test
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2. Price
2.1.

Separate prices must be stated for each of the Item Lists that are part of the proposal. Note that
line item costs within the Item List is not required.

2.2.

The bidder may, in addition to the requirements in 2.1, submit a discounted aggregate price
for several Item Lists should they be purchased together

2.3.

All prices will be exclusive of sales taxes as the Mosier Fire district is designated as a tax exempt
entity

2.4.

Price will include delivery to 208 Washington Street, Mosier 97040

2.5.

No costs will be permitted the vendor other than those stated in the submitted proposal

2.6.

Proposals will include a statement of when the prices in the bid expire. This should not be less
than thirty (90) days after the RFP due date

3. Customer Support / Documentation
3.1.

3.2.

The bidder shall provide instructions for:
3.1.1.

Pre-use and preparation for use

3.1.2.

Maintenance and cleaning

3.1.3.

Don/doff instructions

3.1.4.

Retirement and disposal criteria

3.1.5.

Inspection frequency and details

The bidder must provide a statement detailing its internal process to support a recall of finished
and deployed items

3.3.

The bidder may provide training in turnout inspection procedures

3.4.

The bidder shall detail the customer support offered such as telephone support, website etc

3.5.

The bidder may provide customer references

3.6.

The bidder may include repair materials to the department such as patching materials and thread
certified to NFPA 1971

3.7.

The bidder may include a copy of delivery documentation for the ensemble

3.8.

The bidder may provide evidence of ISO 9001, TQM or similar certification
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4. Warranty
4.1.

The bidder must include a statement of warranty including though not limited to the following
items:
4.1.1.

Warranty period

4.1.2.

Defects covered

4.1.3.

Defects not covered including acceptable wear and expected useable lifetime

4.1.4.

Repair locations and which party is responsible for shipping

5. Location of Manufacture (made in USA)
5.1.

The bidder may provide a statement describing the provenance of materials

5.2.

The bidder may provide a statement concerning the manufacturing process locations. If such a
statement is provided, it must also explicitly include a section concerning any manufacturing
process that occurs outside the USA1

6. Workplace Conditions
6.1.

The bidder may provide a statement concerning union membership in any manufacturing facilities

6.2.

The bidder may provide a statement regarding any employee profit sharing, employee ownership
program or other relevant workplace program

6.3.

The bidder may provide a statement concerning worker safety programs in any of its
manufacturing facilities

Proposal Preparation and Submission
In order to be considered the proposal must be submitted complete by the date and time and at the location
specified at the top of this document. If the proposal is to be mailed, please ensure that adequate time is
included to receive the proposal before the deadline.
Proposals should be prepared simply and economically, providing a straightforward, concise description of
capabilities to satisfy the requirements of the RFP. Emphasis should be placed on completeness and clarity
of content.
Proposals should be organized in the order of the evaluation criteria within this RFP. Each paragraph in the
proposal should reference the paragraph number of the corresponding evaluation section of the RFP. It is
helpful to cite the paragraph number and repeat the text of the criterium as it appears in the RFP.

1

For the purposes of this section the USA is defined as the mainland 48 states plus Alaska and Hawaii
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Information which the bider desires to present that does not fall within any of the requirements of the RFP
should be inserted at an appropriate place or be attached at the end of the proposal and designated as
additional material. Proposals that are not organized in this manner risk fair evaluation if the evaluators are
unable to find where the RFP requirements are specifically addressed.
As used in this RFP, the terms "must", "shall", "should" and “may” identify the criticality of requirements.
"Must" and "shall" identify requirements whose absence will have a major impact on the suitability of the
proposed solution. Items labeled as "should" or “may” are desirable, although their absence will not have a
large impact and would be useful, but are not necessary.
Bidders may be asked to present orally and should be prepared to demonstrate and explain their proposed
solution. Bidders should be ready to provide samples of each item in their bid.
Presentation dates will be specified within the week specified at the top of this document.
Bidders will be asked for sample turnouts to be used by firefighters in non-emergency situations for testing
fitness for purpose and quality.
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